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each nationality to develop in a purely cultural " State-free " sphere.1 Unless a laissez-faire Utopia could be realised in the country least suited to such dreams, the State would have to regulate the competition between those very powerful economic bodies called cc nationalities". The question was on what principles that regulation should be based.
Social progress in the multi-national Austrian Empire 2 implied changes in the inter-national status quo. Such changes seemed unjust to those who regarded this status as normal, but perfectly just to those who regarded it as a mere reflection of historical wrong. And what, indeed, was this status whose merits were under discussion ? Was it territorial., i.e. the traditionally cc German character " of certain towns and villages, even if in consequence of growing industrialisation an increasing number of Czech immigrants were employed there ? Or was it personal, based on the German or Czech character of children born and educated by German or Czech parents, who ought to be allowed to continue their education and to enjoy all cultural benefits in their mother-tongue, wherever they lived? Or was it even social, for example the traditionally German character of banking and big industrial enterprise ?
According to each point of view some things seemed right, which seemed equally wrong to the others. Czech schools for the children of Czech workers immigrating into traditionally German territory seemed right, from the personal, but wrong from the national-territorial point of view. Czech banking enterprise to finance Czech industrial undertakings would be wrong from the third point of view, because it would compete for mere political and national, i.e. non-economic reasons, and probably by more than economic means, with a banking system which seemed, to the beati possidentes, to work satisfactorily. But it was undoubtedly just from any other point of view, for it would enable the Central-Bohemian Czech territories to be industrialised under Czech leadership, without danger of their being held back by banks interested in the competing enterprises in the border regions, without requiring the reservation of the new skilled jobs for a small minority of the people, and without forcing the Czech lad who aspired to become an engineer to choose between his ambitions and his nationality. If the new enterprises, supported
1 See below, pp. 213-14.
a In the present study, most attention is devoted to Bohemia as the most important example of a widespread process..